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of 385 artillerv roundy dailv.** According Lo thas
figures, the Ceommunists this puear lhave “*Ln
firing only ahou* one art LLlory round 1in every Ju nvavy
vieapons rounds, while in 1972 abou: one in evely three
rounds was artillery.
3. The decline in the relative share of artillcry
ammunition in the nix of Communist heavy wcapons expendituras
is direectly reflected in the estimated tonnages of all
types o2 ground ammunition fired by Communzut forcues,
Because artillery ammunition is the heaviest in the
Commmunists' ihvcntory, the difference in the tonnages
fired in 197¢ and 1977}15 nuch ¢reater than the d*L;uronce
in total wrounds. rom January through November 1974
the Communists fired an estimated average of 10 tons
a day, wnile in the period April through Septombor 1972
an estimated 60 tons of all grouad ammunition were
expended daily. The table below illustrates the comparative
rates of Communist expenditures in 1974 and during the 1972
vifensive. ! .
Dailv Communist Ammunition Exvenditures
in Sovin Vietnam, 1972 and 1974
mortar, rockot, _ total total '
Period racolilless rifle artillery heavy % ammunitic
rounds) (rounds) weavens artillery (tons)
' (rounds) .
Apr-Sep 1972 730 385 1,115 35% 60 .
Jan-Nov 1974 680 25 705 3.5% 10 .
4. The relatively low pexc»ntage of artillery h"ﬁuAd'“ures s
in 1974 ¢id not change during the surge in corirat aativity ian
July, August, and September. During these tinrec monchs
Communist forces expended artillery at an averaga te of
40 rounds a day, while firing mortars, rockeits, and rccoillass
rifles at the rate of 1,170 rounds daily =-- still cqguivalent .
to about one artillery round in every 30 rounds cf£ hoavy
weapons oxpended. In contrast, during the period July tivough
September 1972 -- the peak three-menth cxpendizures laovel
that year -- the Communists fired an average of 540 artillery
and S10 moxtar, rocket, and recoiless rifle rounds Galily;
a little more Lh n one art¢llcv" in every tirec haavy 'xavons
rounds. The following table suavarizes these expenditures.
** Communist artillery exponditures include rounas from
75-mm, 85-mm, 100-mm, 103 mm, 122-mm, 130-mm, and 155-um
artillery weapons.
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- Daily Communist Ammunilion Bupenditurcs
. July through Saprembur, 1972 and 1974
mortar, rocket, total heavy 4
. . Period recoilless rifle artillery weapons artillexy
Jul-Sep 1972 910 540 1,450 374
| T Jul-Sep 1974 1,170 40 1,210 32.3%

5. The Commupists' decision to keep their artillery
guns under wraps apparently is based cn a combdination of
considcrations. he overriding factor probably is that
the Communists' limited military objectives thus far in
the cease-fire peried have required greater use of lighter
and =zhorter rango weapons. Use of lignter weapons may
also be more consistent with the Communists' intention

to appear to be operating within the cenfines cf the
cease~-fire agreement. In addition, the conscxrvation of
artillery probably is linked to the ‘Communists' time-
table for completiocn of training in artillery and combined
arms use now veing conducted in North Vietnam and in some
areas of South Vietnam.

6. Nonetheless, the obviouz implication == considering

the Conmmunists' massive ammunition stockpiles and thely
low artillery consumption rate -- is that the Horth Victnanese
are saving their artillery for use at a later date. If

. %he artillery is firally unleashed on .a countrywide banis,
‘the intensity of Communist shellings would te far greater ‘
than thab observed thus far in 1974, and probably =ven -
greater than the heavy barrages received in 1972, This
intensive use of firepower could be critical, particulariy s
considering the Communists' ability to exert heavy pressure

on ARVN forces this year without it.

7. A corollary to this analysis is that a marked increase’
in the share of artillery amwunition in the mix of Communist °
heavy weapons cxpenditures probably will signal that a najor
Communist escalation of combat activity has begun or is
imminant. Moreover, because Cowmmunist artillery -- in
particular the 12Z-mm and 130-mi weapons =-- nas been used
so sparingly rccently, a significant rise in its use ¢ven
without other signs of large-scale infantry attacks should he

" viewed as an cminous indicator.
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